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Age-Friendly Maple Grove 
Community Connectors Meeting 

Friday, November 14, 2025 | 9:00am-10:30am 
Via Zoom  

 

MINUTES 
 
Attendees: Sharon Noble, Carrie McLachlan, Christina Fox, Claudia Hames Newman, Deb 
Stock, Liz Faust, Meghan Redmond, Lydia Morken  
 
2025 in Review: AF MG Highlights and Accomplishments 
As we wrap up 2025, Lydia shared some of AF MG’s highlights and accomplishments, 
including:  

• Launching a redesigned website  
• Releasing an updated Housing Guide brochure,  
• Releasing a new AF MG initiative brochure 

• Continuing to put a greater aging lens on city planning efforts – such as through 
Maple Grove Transit and Mobility Committee representation, and stakeholder 
involvement in Maple Grove Public Realm Study 

• Age-Friendly Maple Grove was featured in the Nov/Dec 2025 issue of League of 
Minnesota Cities’ Minnesota Cities publication – selected as one of two cities in 
Minnesota related to age-friendly efforts. “Is Your City an Age-Friendly 
Community?” 

 

Community and Volunteer Connection Event 
Based on feedback from the AF MG Community Connectors at the last quarterly meeting, 
AF MG’s Steering Committee has set a date for an in-person event: Thursday, Feb. 5, 
2026, 2:30-4:00pm, Maple Grove Community Center. 
 
The event has several purposes: 
• Reconnect with the community as a midway point in our Action Plan implementation 
• Celebrate progress over the last two years 
• Connect with new people/organizations in the community 
• Raise awareness of Age-Friendly Maple Grove 
• Connect community members and local orgs who have volunteer opportunities 
 
Main event elements will include: 

• Update on AF MG’s work and progress 
• Interactive opportunity to get input from the community 
• “Meet and greet” for community members to connect with local organizations who 

have volunteer opportunities. 
 

https://agefriendlymaplegrove.org/assets/user-uploads/documents/AF-MG-Brochure-2025_FINAL.pdf
https://agefriendlymaplegrove.org/assets/user-uploads/originals/AF-MG-Housing-Brochure-2025.pdf
https://agefriendlymaplegrove.org/assets/user-uploads/documents/AF-MG-Brochure-2025_FINAL.pdf
https://www.lmc.org/news-publications/magazine/nov-dec-2025/two-way-street-nov-2025/
https://www.lmc.org/news-publications/magazine/nov-dec-2025/two-way-street-nov-2025/
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Please share any ideas for organizations who should be invited to participate in this event. 
Initial ideas were: Three Rivers Park District, Senior Community Services, Maple Grove Arts 
Center, and CROSS Services. North Memorial was suggested as well. 
 
Let Liz know if you are interested in helping plan the event. 
 
Age-Friendly Communities – Updates from the Field 
Meghan Redmond, AARP  MN 
 
Meghan Redmond, Associate State Director, Community Engagement, AARP MN shared a 
brief presentation on the latest in age-friendly communities work in Minnesota. A few 
highlights: 
 

• This movement continues to grow: 
o More than 30 cities and counties in Minnesota are now members of the AARP 

Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities. (Maple Grove was the fifth 
to join in 2016.) 

o Each year in the U.S., about 100 new communities join the network 
• More rural communities in MN are joining than metro communities right now 
• Transportation is one of the big topics within age-friendly communities work. 
• AARP MN hosts quarterly meetings with members of the age-friendly network. 

Anyone from AF MG is welcome to attend. 
 

City Update 
Shared by Lydia, provided by Joe Hogeboom, Community Development Director, City of 
Maple Grove 
 

• Housing Resource Fair in early 2026.  
• Looking at early 2026 for a date 
• Opportunity for community members to come and connect with info and a 

variety of resources related to housing, especially affordable housing 
• Funding is still approved for the event, but hope to have something firmed up 

soon. 
 

• Public Realm Study on Main Street:  
• Nearing completion.  
• Still need to finalize some plans with the proposed Maple Grove Performing 

Arts Center, which will be located across from the library.  
• Deliverables for the study are expected in January. 

 
• Arbor View housing development at County Rd 30/Fernbrook: 

• Plans have been submitted for the city-involved senior affordable housing 
project, currently referred to as “Arbor View.”  

• Staff is in the process of reviewing the plans, and expect that they’ll be 
advancing to the Planning Commission in December.  
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• Around that time, Ebenezer, the entity putting the plans together, is expected 
to present its pro-forma to the city so we can better understand where any 
potential funding gaps are. 

 
Action Plan: Implementation Update  
• Housing – in addition to Arbor View update above, the Housing team plans to revisit 

the Age-Friendly Housing Brief it developed in 2021 to reconsider information and 
recommendations. 

• Communications – as mentioned above, AF MG was featured in the latest issue of 
Minnesota Cities magazine, a publication of the League of Minnesota Cities 

• Social and Civic – group will meet again in next month or two 

• Transportation – no updates this month 

 
Team Updates 
 
Carrie McLachlan, North Memorial 
North Memorial will soon finalize priorities for its 2026-2028 Community Health 
Improvement Plan (CHIP) based on its most recent Community Health Needs Assessment. 
Looking to count metrics – more concrete, shorter-term items. 
 
Priorities are likely to be: 

• Getting more patients, family and community members to select a primary care 
provider - many people use the ER and Urgent Care as primary care.  

• Helping people navigate the health care system – including translating 
information into more languages. The Spanish-speaking population is most 
uninsured – and not understanding how the healthcare systems work is another 
major barrier to getting care.  

• Prevent detect and manage chronic disease. Have done a lot of work with black 
women and breast cancer; now moving to American Indian and Black people and 
heart disease. 

o People need more education about chronic disease. 
o Reminding what screenings they need by gender and age. 
o Could be some overlap here with AF MG work. 

 
Deb Stock, Alz. Association  

o Ongoing caregiver support groups and memory cafes 
o Continuing to get big numbers 
o Adding another evening support group in January  

 
Sharon Noble, MG Library 

o Funding cuts resulted in losing two staff – teen librarian and assistant adult 
librarian;  

https://agefriendlymaplegrove.org/assets/user-uploads/originals/af-mg-housing-brief-may2021-final.pdf
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o Have had to reduce some adult programming – though some groups continue to 
meet at the same frequency but on an informal basis 

o Technology volunteer ramping up in population – lots of people coming for tech 
support; we send overflow to MG CC/55 Forward 

o Partnering with Paisley Park group for a new limited-edition Prince library card 
 
Liz Faust, 55 Forward 

o Working on Winter/Spring Activity Guide 
o Strong participation rates in programs and activities 
o Construction around the Community Center isn’t keeping people from showing up! 

 

 
 

Next meeting: 
Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, 9:00am-10:30am 


